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From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

Due to my sudden admission in Hospital for a Pacemaker | have been unable to
contribute my write-up in 'From the Desk of the General Secretary' | may be excused for this

lapse. )
J(\’\
oo
Please keep well and safe. //X%‘?
(S.B-€Chakrabarti)

General Secretary

Election Matters

ATTENTION: ALL MEMBERS

Following the Regulations in respect of the election procedure of the Council of the Asiatic Society,
Election of Office Bearers and other Members of the Council will be held in the year 2024. Ordinary members,
who pay their subscription up to 31 st December, 2023 shall be entitled to participate in the Election process
and cast their votes. Ordinary Members are therefore requested to immediately pay their subscriptions due

upto 31st December, 2023. J
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MEETING NOTICE l

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 4t DECEMBER 2023 AT 5 P.M. AT THE
VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

AGENDA

. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting
held on 4th September, 2023.

. Exhibition of presents made to the Society in September, October and November 2023.

. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f).

. Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per Regulation 49(g).

. The General Secretary is to report that in terms of the provision of Clause 6 of bye-laws
IV of the Asiatic Society the name of Professor Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay has been
duly nominated by the Council in its meeting held on 27th September, 2023 for election
as Honorary Fellow of the Society.

. The following paper will be read by Shri Purnabrata Mitra :
"Unabimsa Satabdir Anyatama Samajsamskarak O Karmabir Kishorichand Mitra".

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 / JJMJ“A
Dated : 17.11.2023 /;;@/‘7
Chakrabarti)

General Secretary
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Surendranath Banerjea

Arun Kumar Bandopadhyay.

Observance of the 175th Birth Centenary of Rastraguru

On 10 November 2023, The Asiatic Society observed the 175th Birth Centenary of Rastraguru
Surendranath Banerjea. Honorable Justice (Retd.) Shyamal Kumar Sen graced the occasion as Guest-
in-chief. The chief speakers for the occasion were Professor Tapan Kumar Chattopadhyay and Professor

After the felicitation of the dignitaries, Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of The

———

L to R : Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor Swapan
Kumar Pramanick, Honorable Justice (Retd.) Shyamal
Kumar Sen, Professor Arun Kumar Bandopadhyay,
Professor Tapan Kumar Chattopadhyay and Professor
Sujit Kumar Das

Address delivered by Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President of The Asiatic Society followed by
Vote of Thanks by Professor Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer of The Asiatic Society.

Asiatic Society delivered the Welcome Address.
The theme of the lecture was introduced
by Suswagata Bandopadhyay, Member of
The Asiatic Society. This was followed by an
excellent talk by the Guest-in-chief. A painting of
Rastraguru Surendranath Banerjea, drawn by Dr.
Shankar Kumar Nath, Medical Science Secretary
of The Asiatic Society was displayed in the Hall.
The first lecture of the day was delivered
by Professor Tapan Kumar Chattopadhyay who
spoke eloquently on ‘Moderate Politics and
Surendranath Banerjea' This was accompanied
by an equally enlightening lecture given by
Professor Arun Kumar Bandopadhyay who
highlighted the relevance of the book, A Nation
in Making, authored by Surendranath Banerjea.
The programme came to an end with Presidential

J
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Farewell to RTI? What is happening to the Right to

Information Act, 20057

During the time of the UPA Government,
the two most citizen friendly and welfare-
oriented Acts which were passed by the
then Government, were firstly, the Mahatma
Gandhi  National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), which is welfare-
oriented providing for Government of India
Rural Employment Guarantee scheme
stipulated with an aim of providing 100 days
of employment to rural households. But the
second law, which is a rights-guaranteed
Act, providing for right to seek and to have
information from the public authorities, was
the Right to Information Act, 2005. This Act
provides effective access to information for
citizens of India, which is under the control
of public authorities. It is aimed at promoting
transparency and accountability in the
working of every public authority. The basic
objective of the Right to Information Act is to
empower the citizens, promote transparency
and accountability in the functioning of
the Government. The right to have relevant
information from the state is guaranteed
to the citizen. Information here means any
material in any form like records, documents
and any other relevant information which
is available in the public sphere. In order to
facilitate the creation of an ‘informed citizen,
the Act guarantees the right to :

1. Inspect works, documents and records.
2. Take note, extracts, certified copies of
documents or records.

3. Take samples of materials.

4. Obtain information in the form of
printouts, diskettes, floppies, tapes,
videos, cassettes or in any other

electronic mode or through printouts.

This obligation to provide demanded
information is contingent on the part of any
public authority which has been defined as
any authority or body or institution of self-
government established by or under the
Constitution or by any law made by either
parliament or state legislature or even a
non-government organization substantially
financed by the appropriate Government.

The key structural arrangement for
meeting this obligation on the part of
public authorities are the PIO or the Public
Information Officers, who are the officers
designated by the public authority in all the
administrative units or offices under it to
provide information to the citizens requesting
for any information. On receipt of such a
request, the authorities shall as expeditiously
as possible and in any case, within 30 days
of the receipt of the request, shall provide
the information. Where a request has been
rejected, the PIO shall communicate to the
requester, the reasons for such rejection.
There is a provision for creation of an
appellate authority in such a case.

Section 8 of the Act elaborates the
exemptions from such disclosures, the most
important of which are the information,
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disclosure of which would prejudicially
affect the sovereignty and integrity of
India, the security, strategic, scientific or
economic interest of the state, relation with
foreign state or lead to incitement of an
offence. Exemptions from such disclosures
also include matters relating to commercial
confidence, trade secrets or intellectual
property, the disclosures of which would
harm the competitive position of the third
party. It is notable to mention here also that
RTI cannot be filed against an individual,
unless he or she holds office or authority in a
Government institution.

The Act has also created such authorities
as to oversee the functioning of these
provisions through the commissioning of
the Central Information Commission and the
State Information Commissions. Section 18
of the Act provides, 'subject to the provisions
of this Act, it shall be the duty of this Central
Information Commission or State Information
Commission, to receive or inquire into a
complaint from any person who has been
refused access to an information requested
underthis Act.They caninquireinto the matter
having the power of a quasi-judicial authority.
They can issue necessary direction or impose
penalties in case of non-compliance. The CIC
or the SIC shall have wide powers to deal with
any such case and issue necessary instruction
to any public authority for compliance.
Autonomy is guaranteed to the functioning
of such information commissions. As Section
17 provides, they can be removed from office
only by order by the Governor on the ground
of proved misbehaviour or incapacity after
the Supreme Court, on a reference made to
it by the Governor, has on inquiry reported
that the state ClO ought on such ground be
removed.

The previous analysis of the provision
of the Right to Information Act shows that
no effort has been spared to ensure that
the citizens get this proper information
which are available in the public domain
on the basis of which an informed citizenry

8 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, DECEMBER, 2023

can be ensured and responsibility and
accountability on the part of the public
authority can be created.

We are not arguing that the Right to
Information Act, as enacted in 2005 and as
amended in 2006 is self-sufficient and that
no provision in the Act is there which can be
abused or liable to misinterpretation. These
are there, but on the whole, if sincerely
implemented; they could open the door for
a true informed society. But our contention
is that this Act, after being promulgated, has
been subjected to changes and systematic
negligence of its provisions to the extent of
sabotaging its enabling clauses resulting in
the denial of the advantages of its provisions
to the citizens. Some of these issues may be
mentioned here.

The Damaging Effects of Subsequent
Amendments:

We begin with the latest amendment
to the Information Act which was enacted
in 2023 itself. Some civil society activists
have argued that the Digital Personal
Data Protection Act (DPDP), 2023, may
be the final nail in the coffin for the Right
to Information Act. When the Right to
Information Act was promulgated in 2005,
it was hailed as a 'sunshine law' But under
the Data Act, the personal information
of public officials will not be disclosed
under the RTI Act. The provision that such
information could be disclosed provided
it served larger public interest has been
done away with. A portal which creates
a synergistic relationship between data
providers and data consumers by providing
easily accessible data sets —

A CHRS analysis showed that rejecting
RTI on the basis that it was personal
information under Section 8(1)(J) of the
Act, was already becoming increasingly
common. Of the applications rejected, 38%
cited this section. The Ministries of Finance
and Railways are the most frequent users
of this provision. As a result, applicants
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have to approach multiple authorities,
eventually ending up at the doorstep of
the state information commission and
the CIC, but mostly without any tangible
result. This tendency to invoke the 'personal
information' clause was already there, but
the passing of the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act 2023 has legitimised it and
put a seal of approval to the withdrawal
of information. So the initial provision of
the RTI, that of moving towards a right-
based culture, have been belied. While the
RTI Act "was a movement to overthrow
the colonial legacy and move in a culture
of transparency," yet, now, the position is
that, lack of proactive disclosure by the
Government, long delays, lack of punitive
action when information is not given in
time, all these have contributed to its slow
death. Shailesh Gandhi, former Information
Commissioner in the CIC, sarcastically
described that RTI now has become the
right to deny information.

We can here mention another
Institutional amendment to the Act aimed
at compromising this independence and
autonomy of the Information Commissions,
which, as we have earlier seen, was an
integral part of the RTI Act, 2005. But the
RTI Amendment Act. 2019 and its rules,
cripple the objectivity and independence
of the Central Information Commission (CIC)
by bringing them under the yoke of the
Government. As a result of the Amendment,
the Centre shall have the power to set
the salaries and service condition of
information Commissions at Central as well
as State levels: They are now appointed
for such term as may be prescribed by the
Central Government. While the original
Act prescribes salaries, allowances and
other terms of service of the State Chief
Information Commissioner, as this same
as that of an Election Commissioner and
the salaries and other terms of service of
the State Information Commissioners as
the same as that of the Chief Secretary to

the State Government, the amendment
proposes that these shall be such as may be
prescribed by the Central Government. This
whole Amendment is seen as a threat to the
independence of the Central Information
Commissioner and this would reduce
their ability to issue directives to senior
Government functionaries. Justifiably, as
the Parliamentarian, Jairam Ramesh has
argued, the amendments gave the Centre
unparalleled power to dictate the tenure,
salaries and service conditions of the Chief
Information Commissions and Information
Commissions as par its whims and fancies.

Justice delayed is justice denied:

For the expeditious disposal of the
petitions seeking information which are
available in the public sphere, the Act
provides a definite timeframe within which
the petitions are to be disposed of. There is
provision of penalty alsoifthe timeframeis not
adhered to. But over the years, the inability or
unwillingness of the commission to dispose
of cases, has resulted in a formidable number
of backlog cases. A study by the Satark Nagrik
Sangathan (SNS) found that there were over
three lakh appeals and complaints pending
in 26 information commissions as in June,
2022 across the country, up from about 2 lakh
such pending cases in 2019. In Maharashtra,
the backlog of applications is about 1 lakh,
followed by Uttar Pradesh, where it is above
45000. On an average the Commission takes
one year to dispose of a case. In some cases,
like Jharkhand, the Information Commission
is defunct as there are no officials to look into
the cases. Anjali Bharadwaj, from the National
Campaign for People’s Rights to Information
(NCPRI), says the backlash has been growing.
“People have used the law to expose
corruption, question human rights violations
and show truth to power. This is perhaps the
reason why there has been a strong backlash
and consistent attempts have been made to
weaken this right”, she says. (Reference, Time
Special Article, August 14, 2023)
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Reluctance to Share:

There is, on the other hand, reluctance
to share the demanded information from
the bureaucracy. The RTI Act was based
on the permise that all information, which
was in public interest, should be made
public unless it is in the interest of nation’s
security or unless it impacted on someone’s
privacy. However, it seems that the
message is missed by the public authorities.
Information on  spending taxpayers'
money, voter rights, criminal antecedents
of elected representatives, have only been
made public after years of advocacy and
court cases. In 2011, Gandhi, as an election
commissioner, had ordered RBI to make the
list of loan defaulters public. Four years later,
he reiterated his earlier order attaching the
same.ButtheRBlauthoritiesdeniedthesame.
The first instinct of the public authorities is
to deny the required information. Instead
of providing the proactive disclosure, as
stipulated in Section 4 of the Act, it is now
request-based information but even that
demand is not met because the system sees
RTI applications as a headache rather than a
taxpayers' right for asking for information.

The Data Act (2023) earlier referred to
provide that the personal information of
public officials will not be disclosed under
the RTI Act. But the provision that such
information should be disclosed provided it
serves a larger public interest, has also been
done away with.
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The Right to Information is an attempt
to directly confront the culture of secrecy
surrounding the acts of Government. Even
the Act of 2005 goes so far as to assert that it
shall have an overriding effect as stated here:
“the provisions of this Act shall have effect
notwithstanding anything inconsistent
therewith contained in the Official Secrets
Act, 1923 and any other law for the time
being in force or in any instrument having
effect by virtue of any law other than this
Act.”

Justice Krishna Aiyer’s comment in the
case of Maneka Gandhi Vs. the Government
of India case, is noteworthy to mention here:
“Government which functions in secrecy not
only acts against the democratic decency
but also buries itself with its own burial”
Justice P. N. Bhagwati mentioned in the
S. P. Gupta case, the concept of an open
Government is the direct emanation from
the right to free speech and expression
guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a). Therefore,
disclosure of information with regard to the
functioning of Government must be the rule
and secrecy an exception.”

So this right to information, not the right
to know only, is an ingredient part of the RTI
Act, 2005. But over the years, due to a series
of amendments made to this Act and due
to the emergence of a culture of ignoring of
provisions of this Act by the Government in
power, the rights governed under the 2005
Act are consistently and constantly being
eroded.

Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President
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"The revolutionary theatre addresses these

working masses and must adjust its pitch,
tone and volume accordingly, and to hell
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with the so-called critics who find our plays
naive, melodramatic and loud."*®
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Memorials to Sir William Jones

Pronoy Roy Chowdhury

Depty Superintending Engineer, Public Health Engineering Department

Government of West Bengal

Sir William Jones, the famous British
Philologist, distinguished Orientalist
and Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court
of Judicature of Fort William of Bengal,
reached India via Crocodile Frigate on 25th
September, 1783. Sir Jones was already
well known by that
time as an astute
linguistic  prodigy
educated at Harrow
School and later at
University College,
Oxford of which he
was also elected a
Fellow. He was also
a Fellow of Royal
Society of London.
At an early age he
already  mastered
English, Greek,
Latin, Persian,
Arabic, and Hebrew.
He also  spoke
other European
languages such as
French, Spanish,
and German and
later after coming
to India, he acquired mastery on Sanskrit
and knew the local Bengali and Hindustani
languages. In a pursuit to better understand
the uncharted knowledge of the people of
Asia which was yet shrouded by darkness
from European Scholarship, he took initiative
for foundation of the oldest learned society
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Sir William Jones, FRS, FRAS, FRSE, Founder
President of The Asiatic Society

of India called ‘Asiatick Society’ on 15th
January, 1784 at Calcutta. Some 30 venerable
gentlemen met at the grand jury room of
Supreme Court of Calcutta and proposed to
form the ‘Asiatick Society".

At the Inaugural address he delivered
on the occasion of
the founding of the
‘Asiatick Society, his
opening remarks were
worth-documenting.
“When | was at sea last
August on my voyage
to this country, which |
had long and ardently
desired to visit, |
found one evening,
on inspecting the
observations of the
day that India lay
before us and Persia
on our left, whilst a
breeze from Arabia
blew nearly on the
stern. A situation so
pleasing in itself and
to me so new could
not fail to awaken a
train of reflections in a mind, which had
early been accustomed to contemplate with
delight the eventful histories and agreeable
fictions of this eastern world..".

Sir Jones left a huge body of work
regarding the antiquity of India. He would
study Sanskrit in the most comprehensive



HERITAGE MATTERS J

form at Nabadwip located at Nadia District
which was then considered as Oxford of
Bengal.He was the inaugural President of the
‘Asiatick Society’ of Bengal since its inception
to his passing away in the year 1794. The
memorandum of Article of the Society
during its foundation was “The bounds
of investigations will be the geographical
limits of Asia, and within these limits its
enquiries will be extended to whatever is
performed by man and produced by nature."
Sir William Jones delivered eleven annual
discourses at the Society which were most
scholarly documents containing scholarly
address on history, civil and natural, the
antiquities, arts, sciences and literature of
Asia. He has worked most comprehensively
on the institution of Hindu Law and has
published the treaties on Hindu Law based
on Manusmriti. He translated the Abhigyan
Sakuntalam of Kalidasa as The Sancontola
or the Fatal Ring. Due to his consistent
efforts it was established before the learned
community of the worlds that Sanskrit
was one of the oldest of languages known
to humanity. His researches even led to
obtaining significant knowledge about King
Chandragupta of the Mauryan Empire. Sir
William Jones through the establishment
of the Asiatic Society had most significantly
imbibed the spirit of research into the
history, science and linguistics of ancient
Asia with special reference to India. Sir
William Jones during his 11 years stay at
Calcutta resided at Garden Reach. From
there, he used to come to his official
chambers at the Supreme Court during early
hours of the day. At his chamber he would
study Sanskrit and try to comprehend the
vastness of the ancient language of India.
This excessive labour may have affected his
health as we find subsequently, the same has
happened with James Prinsep who passed
away only at age of 40 years. Sir John Shore,
later Lord Teignmouth who was a close
friend of Sir William Jones and succeeded as
the President of the Asiatic Society in 1794

and also at the same time Governor General
later published the book Memoirs of the Life,
Writings and Correspondence of Sir William
Jones, where the voluminous work achieved
by Sir Jones during his life of only 47 years
7 months has been depicted in vivid details.

During this time the town of Calcutta was
surrounded by jungles, marshy land and the
drainage was not proper. Both the natives
and people of the European Community was
often affected with various health problems.
The British and the Europeans often found
the intense tropical climate of Bengal quiet
unbearable. Malarial fever, Asiatic cholera and
various other maladies prevailed among the
population. Life was relatively short among
the population, each year many people
belonging to British Community at Calcutta
passed away from different diseases. It is
found in the book, Calcutta Past and Present,
written by Kathleen Blechynden, 1905, that on
29th September, 1766 it was discussed, “The
present burying ground situated in the middle
of the town, is very detrimental to the health
of the inhabitants and too much confined: the
civil architect is therefore directed to point
out a more convenient situation for one to
be made of proper dimensions." A year later
on August 1767 the new burying grounds
were made ready by 25th August. It is found
that the first funeral took place when one Mr.
Wood, a writer in the Council House was put to
rest. These new burying grounds are located
at the present day Park Street, the historically
well-known North & South Park Cemetery.
The grave of late Mr. Wood did not remain a
solitary grave for long. The city of the dead
soon gathered its occupants. It was recorded
the burials of the period was at an average
of two hundred a year and monuments were
constructed over the grave of the departed
souls. When the Park Street Burial Grounds
was opened it was surrounded by fields and
was located far in the countryside. A road was
constructed along the burying ground and
outlying hamlets called the burial ground road
which is the modern day Park Street. Funerals

MONTHLY BULLETIN, DECEMBER, 2023 | 21



HERITAGE MATTERS J

in early days of Calcutta was a rather solemn
event. No hearses were used to carry the dead.
The departed was carried on men’s shoulders
and a procession of respectable gentlemen
followed the body of the departed. This was
gesture of solidarity, that the departed was
esteemed and cared for while living and
lamented after being departed.

The last scene of Sir Jones's life is
described below as revealed from the
writings of Sir John Shore, and later Lord
Teignmouth, in the book Memoirs of the
Life, Writings, and Correspondence, of Sir
William Jones. The wife of Sir William Jones,
Lady Anna Maria Shipley, eldest daughter
of Bishop of Asaph also accompanied Sir
Jones to India. But the tropical climate
often caused her to remain indisposed. In
a pursuit to regain health she departed for
her homeland and Sir William Jones was to
follow her within few months as some official
duties such as completion of the digest on
Hindu & Mohammedan Law only kept him
detained in India. But fate had something
elsein store. Lord Teignmouth delineates the
story, “on the evening of the 20th of April or
nearly about that dates after prolonging his
walk to late hour ... complained of aguish
symptoms, mentioning his intention to take
some medicine, and repeating jocularly an
old proverb that, 'an ague in the spring is
medicine for a king" But he was completely
without any suspicion about the actual
cause of his indisposition which at that point
of time was a common problem in Bengal,
“inflammation of the liver”. As the problem
aggravated Doctor Hare was called after 2 or
3 days who diagnosed the ailment. But the
disease was advanced too far to yield to the
efficacy of the medicine usually prescribed
at that time. The disease was terminally fatal
and on 27th of April, 1794 he passed away.
As reported by Sir John Shore in his book
referred above, “.....his bodily suffering from
the complacency of his features and the ease
of his attitude could not have been severe;
and his mind must have desired consolation
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from those sources where he had been in
the habit of seeking it, and where alone in
our last moments it can ever be found” It
was said that Sir Jones was lying in the bed
in a posture of medication. He retired to
his closet and expired his last in a posture
showing adoration to the creator. Thus
ended the eventful life of a rare intellectual
talent in a short span of 47 years in which he
had acquired a vast knowledge in the field
of arts, sciences and languages which shall
be seldom equalled and if ever surpassed.
The funeral ceremony of Sir Jones was
performed the following day.

The book Calcutta Past & Present, gives
entries in the diary of a citizen of Calcutta,
which runs, “April 27th 1784. Received the
information that Sir William Jones was no
more! | confess it struck me severely, and,
in the bitterness of my grief, | almost cursed
my own existence to think that such really
great and good men as he should be thus
snatched away, whilst the wicked and
ignorant are permitted not only to walk this
planet, but to commit their depredation
upon it. Whatever is right!” The entry in the
diary went on, “April 28th, At five W and |
rode on horseback to the west of the fort,
round by the eastward to Chowringhee,
where we waited upwards of an hour to see
the funeral of Sir William Jones pass by. All
the European troops in garrison were there,
with clubbed arms.”

Again, there is another entry in the diary
on 30th April, “In conversation this day with
R. about Sir William Jones, whose lamented
death lies uppermost in my mind. He told
me he had been ill for about a week or ten
days (or rather complained of beingill about
that period) before his death. Doctor Hare
attended him...and found on the right side
a tumour as big as his fist. Inquiring when
this came he said it appeared about four
or five months ago, but that as it came of
itself he imagined it would go away in the
same manner, and had taken no notice of
it, only by way of exercise had walked every



HERITAGE MATTERS J

Pic.No.1 The tomb of Sir William Jones at South Park Street Cemetery, Park Street, Kolkata, maintained
by The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

day before his carriage to and from the
garden upwards of four miles. On being
asked if it had not been very painful, he
replied that it had been so very severe
that he would not go through such
another period for all the riches and
honours in the world. On hearing this
one is tempted to call one "Oh! the
weakness of a strong mind!”. He said he
thought it beneath him to let the mind
bend to the pains of the body".

One of the most significant of
the monuments in South Park Street
graveyard is that of Sir William Jones
(refer Pic.No. 1).The epitaph at the tomb
of Sir William Jones was composed
by himself only a short while before
his demise. The Epitaph is unique as it
displays the characteristic feature of
Sir William Jones, his total resignation
to the will of the Almighty Redeemer,
love and goodwill to the humanity
and modest silence on his intellectual
attainments.

The epitaph is reproduced here for
the learned reader to appreciate the
solemnness of the content.

Epitaph

Here was deposited the mortal part of a man
Who feared God, but not death,
And maintained independence,

But sought not riches; who thought
None below him but the base and unjust,
None above him but the wise and virtuous;
Who loved
His parents, kindred, friends, and country,
With an ardour
Which was the chief source of
All his pleasures and all his pains :

And who, having devoted
His life to their service, and to
The improvement of his mind, resigned it calmly,
Giving Glory to his Creator,

Wishing peace on earth
And with good will to all creatures.

On the twenty-seventh day of April,

In the year of our blessed Redeemer,

One thousand seven hundred and ninety-four.
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Pic. No.2 Statute of Sir William Jones holding
the treaties of Hindu Law composed on
Manusmriti at Saint Paul’s Cathedral, London

The Court of Directors of the East India
Company took a unanimous vote at the
court to perpetuate the memory of Sir
William Jones by erecting a memorial to him
at the St. Paul’'s Cathedral London,
where a statute of Sir William Jones
is erected holding the treaties
of Hindu Law composed on
Manusmriti (Pic.No.2)

Lady Jones took an initiative
to perpetuate the fame of her
departed husband with whom she
lived in the closest union of esteem
& affection. An elegant monument
was erected to the memory of
Sir Jones at the expense of Lady
Jones in the anti-chamber of
the University College of Oxford,
sculpted by John  Flaxman,
having inscription in Latin with an
image showing Sir Jones seated
transcribing information from the
scholars of Hindu and Muslim Law
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in front of him. A sculpted banana leaf can also be
seen referring to his botanical studies conducted
while at India (refer Pic.No.3).

The English translation of the Latin verses
are reproduced below: -

On 12th June, 1897, a great earthquake
took place at Assam. The impact of the
earthquake also shook the City of Calcutta. The
Tomb of Sir William Jones was affected. The
Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India, Vol-
29, 1899, gives a vivid description of the Tomb
of Late Sir Jones, located at North side of old
Park Street Cemetery.

“The monument consists of a massive
oblong pedestal built of brick, measuring 16
feet 2 inches from East to West and 13 feet from
North to South, to 10 feet 3 inches in height,
surmounted by a tapering obelisk, also of brick,
the original height of which from the ground
was 50 feet”. The damage to the structure due
to earthquake has beenindicated,”...The upper
6 feet or so of this has been broken off, and the
fragments including a conical stone cap which
formed the summit of the obelisk, are now
lying at the foot of the pedestal in the south-
west side. The longer sides of the monument
run E 20°S and W20° N.. "etc.
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Pic. No.3 Monument erected to the memory of Sir Jones at the expense of Lady Jones in the anti-
chamber of the University College of Oxford, sculpted by John Flaxman.
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Today the tomb of Sir William Jones is the best maintained tomb in the South Park Street
Cemetery, the tomb is in fact maintained by the Asiatic Society which has grown into an
Institution of National Importance of the Government of India.

The Asiatic Society has taken many initiatives to perpetuate the memory of its founder
Sir  William Jones.
The bi-centenary
of birth of Sir
William Jones was
celebrated in 1946.
A commemorative
volume was
published at the
occasion by the
Asiatic Society. In
the said volume
a message may
be found among
others from the
Oxford  University
whose  Fellow &
alma mater was Sir
William Jones. The
address was in Latin,
as Sir Jones wrote
“Commentaries on
Asiatic  Poetry” in

: "Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry” in Latin.
Latin,.

“The Lord is my ight
To,
The President and Council of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal.
From, The Chancellor, The Masters and Scholars of Oxford University
Greetings.

You have decided to celebrate the bi-centenary of the birth of Sir William Jones, the founder of your Society,
and we from afar join in your celebrations. To address you in Latin will not be out of place, for it was in that
language, handled in exquisite manner, that your founder wrote his “Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry” We
are proud to call him an Oxford man, for few indeed can boast such a scholarly trained and broadly cultured
mind. He was the first Englishmen to study Sanskrit and it was the privilege to have discovered the science
of comparative Philosophy which traces the connection between languages and serves so well the cause of
concord among nations.

To have been the founder of your Society a tree with so many offshoots — is not the smallest praise of this
great man, the whole of Asia is your field of study, nothing in nature and nothing of human intervention
lies beyond your scope; the fruits of your annual harvest are such that the tree can hardly bear its load
unbowed.

Let us honour his memory. It is scared to you; it is scared to us, and the cause of mankind will be served by
both of us, when by this our mutual exchange we are firmly linked together for all time. Farewell colleagues
...Given at Oxford in our convocation Hall, the eleventh day of December, in the year of Grace, 1945 J

The English version of Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry
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Thus we may easily understand even
after so many years since Sir William Jones
have passed, his spirit pervades in the breast
of the learned humanity, bridging them in
one thread of scholarly union. It is the legacy
of Sir William Jones that the knowledge
of Arts & Science of East and West finds
brotherly communion with each other.
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International Webinar between The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
(India) and Institute of Oriental Studies, Jagiellonian University,
Krakow (Poland) in association with Honorary Consulate of
Poland in Kolkata (India) on
‘Status of Cultivation of Sanskrit as a Language in Poland & India’

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata (India) and Institute of Oriental Studies, Jagiellonian University,
Krakow (Poland) in association with Honorary Consulate of Poland in Kolkata (India) organised
an international webinar on ‘Status of Cultivation of Sanskrit as a Language in Poland & India’
on 6 September 2023 at 1330-1600 Hrs. (IST) / 1000-1230 Hrs. (CET) at the Humayun Kabir
Hall of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata.

The session of the programme began with the delivery of Welcome and Introductory
Addresses by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society and Mr. Joydeep
Roy, Chief Consular Officer, Honorary Consulate of Poland in Kolkata respectively. Mr. Mohan
Goenka, Honorary Consul of Poland in Kolkata and Vice Chairman of Emami Group delivered the
Welcome Address as the Guest of Honour. The Inaugural Address was delivered by Dr. Sebastian
Domzalski, Charge D’Affaires, Embassy of Poland in New Delhi who was the Chief Guest for the
said occasion. The Presidential Address was delivered by Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
President of the Society.

Eminent speakers viz. Professor Halina Marlewicz (Head of the Department of Languages
and Cultures of India & South Asia, Institute of Oriental Studies, Jagiellonian University, Krakow,
Poland), Professor Iwona Milewska (Associate Professor, Department of Languages and Cultures
of India & South Asia, Institute of Oriental Studies, Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland)
and Professor Tapati Mukherjee (Vice President of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata and President
of Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat, Kolkata) spoke some words in connection with the theme of the
programme. Invited speaker Professor Dr. Shrikant S. Bahulkar (Adjunct Professor, Department
of Pali & Buddhist Studies, Savitribai Phule Pune University and Chief Investigator, Bhagavata
Purana Project of Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune) could not attend the programme
due to illness. The programme continued further with an interactive Q&A Session moderated by
Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society concluding with a Vote of Thanks by
Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer (Acting) of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata. J
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Professor Jyotsna Chattopadhyay
delivering the Lecture.
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Celebration of 203rd Birth Anniversary of
Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

On the occasion of 203rd Birth Anniversary of Pandit Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, a Special Lecture was organised by The Asiatic
Society, Kolkata on 26.09.2023. Professor Jyotsna Chattopadhyay,
Department of Bengali, Rabindra Bharati University delivered a
lecture titled, ‘Vidyasagar O Betal Panchabingshati’.

The programme wasinaugurated by Dr.Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
the General Secretary, following which a brief introduction to the
theme was provided to the audience by Dr. Tapati Mukherjee, the
Vice-President. This was followed by an enlightening lecture which
dealt with multiple versions of the text and their significance.
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Coup Cinema, Chile Chapter

Vidyarthy Chatterjee
Veteran Film Critic

(This article is in sad and solemn observance of the 50th anniversary of the coup in Chile on

September 11, 1973.)

“Only if you are able to recognize
yourself in the past is it possible to
come to terms with the present.
Personally, | have always believed
that a country which does not have a
past, can have neither a present nor a
future!” - Miguel Littin

Soon after usurping power, the
Chilean dictator General Augusto
Pinochet ordered the killing of all
those who were opposed to his rule.
'Operation Condor'wasthe namegiven
to the plan to liquidate dissidents. As a
result, during his reign of terror (1973-
90), thousands of Chilean men and
women were murdered. As is to be
expected, even after so many years the
scars of that period have not healed.
On May 27, 2008, a Chilean court
ordered the arrest and trial of at least
a hundred members of Pinochet’s
dreaded secret service. The court’s
pronouncement was of a piece with
the decision by Spanish legislators
in 2007 that the crimes of the Franco
regime were to be exposed and the
memory of his victims rehabilitated. It
is common knowledge that for many
a Latin American dictator who held his
country and people to ransom from
the '60s to the '80s — from Chile and
Argentina to Brazil and Paraguay - the

infamous Franco served as role model. These recent
interventions by the judiciary or the legislature go
to show, if anything, that the wheels of history -
call her faithful wife, wayward whore, aseptic nun
or anything else that comes to mind — move slowly,
but they move all the same. It is a different story
that many of us seem unaware of this inscrutable
movement of time and tide towards deliverance of
justice.

Ricardo Larrain Pineda’s La Frontera (The
Frontier) was a Berlin Silver Bear winner in 1992.
Setin the last years of the Pinochet regime, the film
tells the story of a mathematics teacher arrested for
signing a petition for the release of a jailed activist-
colleague and sentenced to banishment. Ramiro
Orellana, the teacher, is brought to a barren,
gloomy place in a cold and rainy coastal district
which, during a period of a hundred years, had
known two spring tides and several earthquakes
causing massive destruction. The inhabitants are
mostly of Indian descent and, as a result of their
isolation, appear to have
nothing in common
with modern times.

When the teacher
first steps into
this world of
contradictions,
he is, at best,
half-baked in his
understanding
of the social and
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political realities of his country. But an
intense relationship with a local woman,
difficult and doomed to failure; friendship
with a variety of characters in his place of
exile; and, finally, a third destructive tide,
combine to complete his education about
what he should do in the given order of
things.When democracy returns on faltering
feet and Orellana is told that he is free to
return to his home in Santiago, he tells a
visiting television crew that he wants to stay
where heis.

More avowedly political than some
other equally well-known specimens falling
under the generic heading of ‘Coup Cinema;
Chilean chapter, La Frontera however also
exhibits dream-like qualities while tackling
with the theme of exile and estrangement
as indeed of repair and reconstruction. The
influence of the documentary is in evidence
throughout the film and it is an exciting
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experience to watch the stylistic freshness
that the director employs to relate a story
of buried emotions and human dramas; of
frustrations and fulfilments that combine to
give life a renewed chance.

Though not in the same class as La
Frontera, Leonardo Kocking's La estacion del
regreso (The Return Stop) is nonetheless a
worthwhile addition to the ever-growing
body of Chilean cinema examining the
theme of separation and wounded loyalties;
of a turbulence of the soul and its tragic
victims. In this case, the victims are Paula,
a primary school teacher, and her absent
activist-husband who is arrested and kept
confined in a remote and isolated place in
the northern desert. The film is about Paula’s
long and lonely search as much for her
husband as for herself in personal, political
and philosophical terms. On reaching the
desert of her husband’s confinement, she
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realises that she must start on another to
finally find him.

Few Chilean filmmakers have so
consistently and painstakingly probed the
individual psyche in a state of laceration as
Gonzalo Justiniano. Like Miguel Littin or the
documentarian Patricio Guzman, Justiniano
spent many years in exile outside his
country in that eyeless era when Pinochet’s
jackboots held sway. Justiniano’s Sussi is a
symbolic figure used by the director to bring
out the contradictions in a society with
totalitarian tendencies. Her relationship with
a mysterious lodger at her rooming house
and the exertions of her advertising bosses
to project her as an ideal Chilean woman
(reminiscent of Pinochet’s slogan, “For god,
nation and the family”) in a campaign for
a line of champagne, softly underline the
twin realities of dissent and decadence in a
society caught in the throes of change and
resistance to it. The film's unresolved ending,
in a slow dissolve, is rich with contradictory
meanings.

In Amnesia, Justiniano does not name
the country where the plot is situated,
but it is obvious that he is pointing to the
consequences of Chile’s nightmarish brush
with history. Using a distinctive personal
style leaning on black comedy, Justiniano
deals with issues terribly close to the daily
experience of many Chileans even so many
years after the coup - issues like the urge for
revenge, or the need to forget and get along.

From the bus on his way home, Ramirez
spots Zuniga, his former army officer and
sadistic persecutor. Ramirez was a private
and serving at a prison camp for opponents
of the junta. Ramirez cannot forget how
Zuniga ordered him to shoot prisoners, how
he shot a pregnant inmate without batting
an eyelid. Now, having tracked him down,
they reminisce about the past in a local
bar. Can the private forgive? Can he give
up the idea of revenge that he has planned
for so many years? Amnesia throws up such
questions with sadness and a maturity

without which the survivors of the 17-year
outrage would perhaps go mad.

Justiniano: “Amnesia is a film to counter
general amnesia...In today’s Chile there
are people who don’t want to remember
anything, starting with those who were
involved in dreadful crimes against human
rights, upto and including people who
demonstrated an enormous lack of political
responsibility.” Obviously, such a film
speaks for practically every Latin American
country that has known prolonged military
intervention.

Miguel Littin, who was particularly
close to President Allende and narrowly
escaped death after the coup, made a film
with autobiographical undertones in 1993
called Los naufragos (Shipwrecked). Aaron,
the film’s protagonist, returns to his country
after twenty years of exile. He is searching
for “a lost nation, a lost understanding, and
his lost ties with those who stayed behind”
He enters the house where he spent his
childhood, negotiating uncertainly but full
of yearning, dark corridors and winding
staircases. His search for his father and
brother is also an inner search for his own
self. The collective amnesia that Justiniano
speaks of is also dwelt upon by Littin
whose El Chacal de Nahueltoro (The Jackal
of Nahueltoro), made in the first flush of
popular enthusiasm for the ideas and ideals
of the redoubtable Allende, was among a
bunch of pioneering films that drew sharply
the battle lines between progressive forces
and opposing conservative elements.

Silvio Caiozzi's La luna en el espejo
(The moon in the mirror), to which many a
toast was raised at the Venice film festival
in 1990, is a stunning achievement where
art and politics seamlessly fuse to produce
a mosaic of individual restiveness. Telling
an excruciating love story with a thematic
backdrop of physical and psychological
authoritarianism, La luna is an indirect
indictment of military rule. On the surface,
the film is about three people in search of
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love in a magical harbour of twinkling lights
and long shadows. In the legendary port of
Valparaiso, associated with the revolutionary
moments and memories of one Pablo
Neruda and a thousand of his votaries, an old
and sick sailor, Don Arnaldo by name, lives
cooped up in his house of rickety wooden
steps and a long rope substituting for a
handrailing, with his son El Gordo, or Fatty,
as his only companion. Reflecting shades
of Pinochet and his ubiquitous spies, Don
Arnaldo observes everything that happens
in the house from his bed, thanks to a series
of mirrors of varied descriptions hung on
the walls of the house. Fatty is obedient and
loving after a fashion, but he is also afraid
and desperately wants to be free. Perhaps,
he even desires the withering away of his old
father, a sentiment that he does not allow to
grow after a point, thanks to a strong sense
of guilt.

Lucrecia, played with the right touch of
subdued emotions and a vulnerability that
could be construed as a cloak to cover up
amorous ambitions by Gloria Munchmeyer
who won the best actress award in Venice,
is Fatty’s neighbour, a widow slightly older
than him. They are secretly in love, a fact
they fearfully hide from the watchful eyes
of Don Arnaldo. But, once in a while, Fatty’s
enthusiasm causes him to defy the cloistered
life imposed on him by his father; one day
he goes for a walk with Lucrecia in the bay
area, another day he does something else.
His repeated acts of rebellion exasperate
Don Arnaldo who plays his last card one cold
dark night to regain control over his son. But
to no avail, for the son (read ‘nation’ or ‘the
people; if you will) has at long last come of
age. He has belatedly realised that there
ought to be more to his life than changing
the old man’s crumpled bedclothes, giving
him a shave every other day, cleaning his
potty, preparing his onion soup and keeping
him in general good humour.

In philosophical terms, La luna is about
a lost threesome in search of love at a time
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of lovelessness clamped on one and all by
orders from above; a love constantly tested
and threatened and, thereby, rendered
into no more than a memory or a mirage
both wonderful and untrue. Combining
the literary vision of Jose Donoso with the
interpretative skills of Silvio Caiozzi, La
luna gave life to a profound, saddening,
many-layered encounter between these
elusive creatures. At the same time, a lesson
pregnant with political insight is conveyed
to move and elevate the viewer. Together,
the writer and the filmmaker converted an
entire nation’s experience of regimentation
and repression into a private journey
through dark shadows and the burning
desire to move to light. Truly, this is the kind
of film that sustains the flickering flame of
faith in cinema as a potent vehicle of artistic,
aesthetic and intellectual expression, but
also in the destiny of Man who must struggle
simultaneously against both himself and
outside odds before he can realise fulfilment
in some measure.

Donoso was Chile’s representative in
the Latin American literary renaissance
that raged like a fire all through the
world, especially in the last quarter of the
20th century. Though not as well-known
internationally as Marquez or Vargas Llosa,
Donoso, who died some years ago, was
regarded in his own country, as indeed in
the rest of the Spanish-speaking continent,
as a formidable talent capable of truly
great things. His capacity to invoke images
pulsating with passion and smelling of
a certain quality of embittered rawness
endeared him to generations of readers,
topped by fellow-artists of stature. Speaking
to Caiozzi, this writer remembers discovering
how highly he thought of Donoso’s power
of penetration into his times and the
assortment of creatures they produced.

As regards La luna, Donoso is on record
that he had always thought of the story as
rich and ripe for film-picking, “I once went
to Valparaiso and said to myself that | must
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do something with the hills there that struck
me as so pretty. But what is implicit in the
film is my fascination for the disintegration
of things, for decadence. It contains the
symbolism which is in nearly all my novels:
the enclosed space, the apartment, the
person who distorts reality, the invalid, the
element that comes to upset the established
order, the love of Lucrecia”

To depict Caiozzi's world on the screen
meant that the director had to take a
number of visual and aesthetic elements
into account. Caiozzi: “It is a universe of
atmosphere, of friction, of characters who
are always on the brink of something. The
objects shown are also participants: the
curtains that seem to breathe, houses that
creak, furniture with sensuous shapes. It's a
world in which the environment is another
character, a sensory world where you can
smell decay - or the onion being minced by
Gordo.”

Don Arnaldo, the father, is always
looking backward. He is a relic of the past,
a museum piece, afraid of the present but
even more of what the future holds for him.
The antique look of the film goes hand-in-
hand with the portrayal of the decrepit old
man. Despite the feeling that the story takes
place anytime during the period 1973 to
1990, the period of the dictatorship, it is a
much older past that is revived in frame after
frame - a past that is orthodox, mediocre,
often mean, failing to rise above sloth and
self-seeking. The music that Don Arnaldo
listens to is from many years ago, and so
are the furniture and the furnishings with
which he has surrounded himself. The film's
dramatic tension grows out of the collision
between the old man’s effort to keep out
the winds of change blowing outside his
window and his son’s deeply-felt need to
break out of the damp-smelling mould to
which he has been condemned.

As the film grows older, the possibility
also grows inside the viewer’s head that, had
theancient mariner-Don Arnaldoisaretired

naval commander - been younger or fitter,
he would have given his recalcitrant son the
beating of his life and seen to the end of his
affair with Lucrecia; and gone back to the
past when his word was law in the house. As
it is, he is not above ‘manhandling’ Lucrecia
at whom, in one especially charged passage,
he is seen lashing out with all the impotent
rage of a failed despot who desperately
wants to preserve his position of power but
cannot prevent its inexorable collapse.

La luna reflects richly yet cruelly another
Donoso theme - the individual’s need to
escape a role imposed on him by society.
The son, otherwise so deeply attached
to his father, does not make any move to
prevent the defeated old man, looking both
tragic and pathetic in his naval officer’s
dress angrily scooped out of mothballs to
make a grand departure from the scene of
his humiliation, from walking into the cold
snowy night. In the old man’s disappearance
is the young man’s deliverance, his flight to
freedom - real, imaginary, or an uncertain
amalgam of the two. The viewer, meanwhile,
sits still in his seat, numbed at the thought -
what profit at what loss!

Caiozzi's place in Chile’s ‘Coup Cinema
is further assured by his documentary video
called Fernando is Back Home, which attests
to both his abiding loyalty to the memory
of the desaparacidos (the disappeared) and
his passion for using different cinematic
genres to give expression to his roles as
artist, citizen and human being. There are
not too many instances of a filmmaker
doing both fiction and documentary on a
similar subject with equal success. Since
the return of democracy to Chile in 1990,
unidentified human remains buried without
record during the dictatorship have been
unearthed at sites across the country.
Fernando de Olivares Mori, 27, at the time of
his death, vanished one day for his expressed
political beliefs and was hastily buried. Once
the body of the former United Nations
employee was disinterred, the procedure

’
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for clearly establishing the identity of his
remains took another four years. Fernando is
Back Home opens with the victim’s family as
they face his remains and listen to a detailed
explanation from doctors of the medical
verifications that were performed. From
their testimony, one learns of the spine-
chilling facts of Fernando’s end.

Those facts relating to the murder
of just one of the thousands that the
junta eliminated to make Chile “safe from
Communism”, should have been enough to
indict Pinochet. But in late-1999 and early
2000, the then British Foreign Minister, Jack
Straw, harboured other plans for the tyrant
held under house arrest near Wentworth,
west of London. Citing bogus medical
evidence that Pinochet was in no state to
stand the physical and mental strain of a
prolonged trial in England, Spain, Belgium
or Switzerland (countries whose nationals
the dictator had killed in Chile), Straw made
it possible for him to fly out of England.
Instead of being punished for his crimes
against humanity, Pinochet flew back to the
safety of Santiago where, as a senator for
life, he was immune to legal proceedings
against him.

To return to Fernando, who came home
to his people not on his feet but in a coffin,
the forensic surgeon’s report to the dead
man'’s widow — broken bones, bullet holes
in the skull - told its own tale of savagery.
Fernando’s mortal remains were finally
buried in the presence of his family and
friends, but the grief of the mother and the
widow shows no sign of receding despite
the passage of years. “Quarrels happen, like
sorrows happen, in time all is forgotten”
- even while acknowledging the pained
wisdom in the poet’s words, it somehow
seems cruel to expect that Fernando’s
nearest relatives would close their eyes
and forgive the killers. Life is a little more
complicated than that.

Be that as it may, it should serve without
emphasising that Caiozzi deserves the
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gratitude of film-lovers and history-seekers
for documenting with a deep sense of
responsibility, Fernando’s return to the being
and consciousness of his devastated people.
With time, almost entire societies tend to
forget the past; the past of bitter insults and
inhuman brutalities. Caiozzi's film about
the loss of a precious life in its prime is an
attempt to revive collective memory and
honour the dead.

As far as documentaries go, no one
has chipped away so patiently, for so long
and with such effective results, at the
myth of Pinochet as Chile’s “saviour against
destabilizing forces”, as Patricio Guzman.
Trained in cinema in Franco’s Spain, Guzman
made five feature-length documentaries
during Allende’s short time in office, but it
is principally for the monumental La Battala
de Chile (The Battle of Chile) that he will be
remembered.

This epic three-part documentary
recounts the hope and struggle for a better
future that rent the Chilean air during the
Allende years — and their tragic demise.
It has deservedly exercised enormous
influence all over the world on filmmakers
and film-viewers alike. Asked to indicate
his favourite documentary by a reputed
European film journal some years ago,
Anand Patwardhan chose The Battle of
Chile, which is as well the Bombay director’s
own vision of social justice and the process
of participation by the popular classes in
nation-building along new, daring lines,
coincides with many of the signals sent out
by this extraordinary celluloid journey into
the soul of a potentially rich but actually
impoverished nation struggling for change
through peaceful, democratic methods.
Patwardhan: “As a student in America in the
radical 1970s, | saw many documentaries
that began to push me towards filmmaking
as a viable form of social action, but the film
that remains etched in my mind is Patricio
Guzman'’s The Battle of Chile”

Recalling those days when he himself
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was having a trying time choosing between
Gandhi and Marx, the two father-figures
who have since long wrestled to possess
the imagination and the conscience of
many an educated Indian interested in
social uplift, Patwardhan wrote: “Chile’s
President Salvador Allende was already
an icon. | was grappling with the desire to
convert my Marxist friends to accept the
ethics and strategy of non-violence, while
trying to convince my Gandhian friends
that non-violence without class struggle
could not bring justice. Here was a Marxist
who came to power not through a bloody
revolution but through elections. When a
ClA-sponsored military coup killed Allende
on 11 September 1973, and thousands
of workers and citizens were massacred,
it was a devastating blow to the cause of
democracy and socialism. Guzman's epic
documentary captured the glory and the
tragedy of the Allende years.”

Apart from the importance of the film's
content, what clearly fascinates India’s
foremost documentarian who does not shy
away from the role of determined dissenter,
are its formal qualities and its engagement
with an aesthetics that can be poetic even
as stormy political events are recalled. “In
the 1970s, Julio Garcia Espinosa hailed
the arrival of ‘Imperfect Cinema; its hand-
held, black-and-white, grainy, fast-moving
footage bearing the marks of the struggles
it depicted. Guzman'’s aesthetic rises beyond
‘imperfection’ and self-conscious radicalism,
its poetry stemming from an unerring faith
in the importance of the ordinary as it

intertwines with the extraordinary.”

Democracy may have returned to Chile
but it will be a long time before memories
of that dark night, authored combinedly by
the native oligarchy and the Pentagon, are
forgotten. Memories of friends and relatives
disappeared; of neighbours who chose to
look the other way lest they got involved
with the authorities; of strange lands of
exile that threw up unexpected comrades;
and of a divided society with hearts and
sensibilities so badly riven that time may try
but will never wholly heal.

One of the undying articles of human
faith which, however, seems no more than a
myth at times, has it that time takes care of
all wounds. May be it does, may be it does
not, who can tell for sure. But, how to explain
things to those bereaved who can assuage
their feelings only by weeping alone in the
dark till they drop down from an exhaustion
oftears.These are some of the many thoughts
that pace up and down the corridors of one’s
mind as he or she encounters some of the
exalted specimens of Chile’s ‘Coup Cinema’
If Pinochet’s surviving salesmen of death
are finally rounded up as a result of the
court order pronounced in late May, 2008,
and adequately punished, their victims,
wherever they are - in unmarked graves, in
proper cemeteries, or gone with the wind -
will have reason to rest in peace at long last.
But even after that, Guzman, for one, may
be counted upon to continue to be haunted
by obstinate memories of sunless days and
nights without end. “For me, it is as if the
coup d'etat took place yesterday.” - Guzman
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Two Mss. on Astronomy and Mathematics of the
Asiatic Society: Their Importance and Critical

Appreciation

Jagatpati Sarkar
Life Member, The Asiatic Society

India possesses a very rich and enormous
cultural heritage of valuable Manuscripts
since the anicent period. India probably
has the largest number of manuscripts
of different subjects and scripts of varied
languages in the world. Manuscripts
collections are scattered in several places all
over India and preserved in various types of
academic and research institutions, temples,
maths, maktabs and individual collections.
Naturally, The Asiatic Society has preserved
a lot of Mss. since its inception. The Mss. on
Astronomy and Mathematics collection along
with their subjects in The Asiatic Society are
also estimated as heritage wealth of India
till today. The Ms. of Siddhantasundara
of early 16th century A.D. of Jnanaraja
and the Ms. of Yantracintamanitika of
19th century A.D. are important in that
point of view. The Siddhantasundara is an
elementary astronomical treatise written
in verse concerning geography based on
the work of Sakalya Muni. The knowledge
concerning the nature of the motion of the
planets and stars are also related here. The
Yantracintamanitika of Rama Daivajna is a
text of quadrant instrument. The instrument
helps the observations which can give us
knowledge of the longitudes of the sun
and the moon, and also the longitudes
and latitudes of the planets. J. ]. Middleton
once did a very valuable research work
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on astronomy mentioning the name of
Yantracintamani which was published in the
JASB, Vol.8, 1939.

The Ms. of Siddhantasundara is very
important from the study of astronomical
and mathematical research in ancient
India. The name of the author of this Ms. is
Jnanaraja. He was born in a learned family of
Parthapur. According to Aufrecht Parthapur,
a village situated on the northern bank of
river Godavari, about two miles away from
the confluence of the Godavari and Vidarbha,
there lived a Brahmin astronomer named
Naganatha who was father of Jnanaraja.
The Siddhantasundara is written in verse.
Cintamani, the son of Jnanaraja had composed
acommentary on this treatise as Grahaganita
Cintamani or Vasana Bhasya. This is to
be noted that after Siddhanta Siromar_li,
Siddhantasundara was one of the most
important and major astronomical works
in our country. Right at the beginning of the
Siddhantasundara, Jnanaraja explicitly gives
his main source, as well as other treatises
considered authoritative by him. This Ms.
was written in phrased way using double
exposure, i.e. one level of meaning provides as
narrative, and the other provides the technical
information which can necessarily solve the
given problem. The Siddhantasundara has
two main parts. They are Goladhyaya and
Ganitadhyaya respectively. The Goladhyaya
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contains six chapters. They are Bhuvana
Kosa-79 verses, Chedakyadhikara-21
verses, Mandala Varnanam-16 verses,
Jantramila-18 verses, Rituranmana-34
verses. The Ganitadhyaya contains 11
chapters, i.e. Madhyamadhikara-90
verses, Spasatadhikara-46 verses,
Triprasnadhikara-45 verses,
Parvasambhudhyadhikara-6 verses,
Candragrahanadhikara-45 verses,
Suryagrahanadhikara-15 verses,
Grahadayastadhikara-18 verses,
Naksatrachayadhikara-23 verses,
Srngunnatyadihikara-18 verses,
Grahayatyadhikara-8 verses, Patadhikara-14
verses. The Asiatic Society has two Mss. on
Siddhantasundara vide No.-G.7922 and
G.8210 respectively. Among them the G.7922
is incomplete. The India Office Library,
London, Rajasthan, Banaras, Allahabad,
Alwar, Mithila and other places also possessed
this Ms. in their repository. The new concept
of this text is to explain the astronomical
events which are different from Bhaskara.
The yantramala chapter describes the
instrument. The sequence of the chapters
is very important to build up knowledge on
subject concerned. Actually Indian Astronomy
has been divided into three categories (1)
Mathematical Astronomy (Ganita Jyotisa),
(2) Applied Astronomy (Phalita Jyotisa),
and another is (3) Mixed Astronomy (Misra
Jyotisa). Mathematical Astronomy is purely
based on Astronomical thought. Astronomy,
the word has been derived from the Greek
root Astron' meaning star and 'Nemo' means
arrange, i.e. Astronomy is a science which
states the geometrical position of the stars
in the sky at a particular moment. Therefore,
Mathematical Astronomy mainly discussed
on the calculations on the positions of stars,
planets, transmit and reaction of solar
system etc.

But Applied Astronomy or better called
Astrology is mainly based on the effect of

stars, planets and the solar lunar reactions
on human mind, body and socio-cultural
life. For this reason Hora-Jyotisa is termed
as Astrology. And Mixed Astronomy is where
Mathematical Astronomy and Applied
Astronomy both have been provided for
calculation. The Siddhantasundara belongs
to the first category of Mathematical
Astronomy. And this statement has been
rightly justified by the author himself in his
natural manner. He tells 'Jyoti§astram ganita
Janana Prakriya samhitabhistri skhandam
tatakhacharajanitam tayamtramukha
niruktam, means Jyoti$astra i.e. astronomy
is always based on ganita prakriya i.e.
mathematical method and this is samhita
of three combinations of siksa, kalpa, and
chanda. Actually this has been assumed
that, siksa is the eyes, kalpa is the hands,
and chanda is the legs, and Nirukta is
the mouth of Jyotisa. This may be noted
that all the above four categories are of
mathematical origin in nature. Anyway,
the Ms. of Siddhantasundara is a unique
astronomical treatise where Jnanaraja as its
author followed the mathematical method
in his whole composition. This Ms. has been
published by Nations Mission for Mss., New
Delhi, 2022 duly edited by Dr. Jagatpati
Sarkar and Dr. Somnath Chatterjee.
Another, the Ms. of Yantracintamanitika
is also a very important and authentic
composition of mathematical text of
astronomy of The Asiatic Society Collection.
Originally the Ms. of Cintamani was
composed by Chakradhara in the year 1729.
He was a son of Vamana. He was a great
astronomer of the period. This Ms. is a text
of quadrant instrument. J. J. Middleton of
the Hindu College, Calcutta once wrote an
article in the JASB, 1839, Vol. VIII, Pt. I B.
entitled—'Description of an astronomical
instrument presented by Raja Ram Singh
of Khota to the Government of India". In this
article he stated that the instrument which

MONTHLY BULLETIN, DECEMBER, 2023 | 47



HISTORY OF SCIENCE

: IN-HOUSE TREASURE

d

was given to the Government of India was a
very good specimen of its kind. The body of
the instrument consists of a square plate of
pure and massive silver; in addition to which,
on one side, plummet or index rod, which
revolves freely in the vertical upon an axis
fixed at one of the angles of the plate, and at
the termination of a tube of about one- sixth
of aninch in diameter, which runs the whole
length of one side of the instrument. On the
other an index, consisting of four hands,
at right angles to each other, and of rearly
the radius of the plate, is screwed on to the
centre of the plate, around which it revolves
at pleasure. This instrument was styled on
the principles of Yantracintamani under the
direction of Raja Ram Singh of Khota, who
was an encourager of learned men. This
may be appreciated that this instrument
was of very modern construction fabricated
or made by the then astronomer of some
thousand years ago. This and the great
rarity of astronomical instruments in
India, at least in this part of it, contribute
to its considerable importance. Anyway,
The Asiatic Society possesses five Mss. in
its archives with text and commentary.
The Mss. of Yantracintamani on astronomy
are already available in many places in
India and abroad. Such as Alwar, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Bombay, Mysore, Mithila, Baroda
and America. The commentary of different
commentators are also available in different
parts of our country. The Asiatic Society

has two commentaries i.e. Yantracintamani
Dipika and Yantracintamani Candrika, both
are composed by Rama Daivajna, son of
Madhusudana. The commentary of Yantra
Dipika is available from Bikaner, Bombay,
Lucknow and other places. But this is
important to mention that the information
about Yantra Candrika of Kashinath Bhatta,
son of Jayaram Bhatta is only available in
Alwar. So this may be assumed that this
commentary of Rama Daivajna of The
Asiatic Society is very rare in this context
and this is complete. The commentaries
of Dinakara, Ramasankara, Ramasukla,
Harisamkara, Sriharsa, Ratnakara, Bhavani
sankara are also available in many places
of our country.

Lastly, I come to the conclusion that the
Mss. on Ganita composing Astronomy are
very notable one in astronomical research
and study in ancient India. Starting from
the Vedanga Jyotisa, the Aryabhatiya,
called the Aryabhatiya Siddhanta, and the
other Siddhantas or the Hindu scientific
works in Astronomy and various looks on
astronomical role to develop our traditional
knowledge in science and technology of
ancient India. The Asiatic Society of Kolkata
from its very inception helped the nation
by supplying the very notable information,
observations and materials a lot as a mine
which has no doubt showed her greatness
and gravity for the national advancement
in Science and scientific research in India.

-

Vijoy S. Sahay delivering the
Lecture.

Society.

Panchanan Mitra Memorial Lecture 2022

The Asiatic Society Kolkata organised Dr. Panchanan Mitra Memorial
lecture 2022 on 4 October 2023 at 03:00 p.m. at Humayun Kabir Hall
of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata. Professor Vijoy S. Sahay, Professor
Emeritus, Former Head, Department of Anthropology, University of
Allahabad delivered the lecture on the topic i.e. ‘Indian Anthropology
against the Backdrop of the World Anthropology’ Professor Swapan
Kumar Pramanick, President of The Asiatic Society presided over the
programme. The programme ended with the Vote of Thanks by Dr.
Asok Kanti Sanyal, Biological Science Secretary (Acting Treasurer) of the
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Pashto Manuscripts in the Collection of The Asiatic

Society

S.S.F.l. Al-Quaderi
Cataloguer, (Museum) The Asiatic Society

The Museum of The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata offers a rich collection of various
Asian languages. Amongst these, there is a
small collection of manuscripts in Pashto
language. The collection came from the Fort
William College to The Asiatic Society of
Bengal after the closure of the said college.
The collection comprises: Prose, Poetry,
Grammar, History as well as religious
contents etc.

Before furnishing a list, here is a brief
history of the Pashto Language
and Literature.

Pashtoisan EasternIranian
Language. The history and
origin of the Pashto language
can be traced back to the Indo-

European language family. Its
linguistic roots can be found in
ancientlanguages like Avestan
and old Persian. As centuries
passed, the language was
enriched by the influence of
various cultural interactions
and external linguistics,
including Persian, Arabic and
Turkish. Pashto has two main
dialects, western dialect and the eastern
dialect. It became the national language of
Afghanistan in 1936. The total number of
Pashto-speakers is estimated to be at least
40-60 million. It is spoken by the Pashtiins
mainly living in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
It is also the provincial language in Khyber

Pakhtinkhwa, Pakistan.

Pashto is spoken in India, Tajikistan
and northeastern Iran (primarily in South
Khorasan Province to the east of Qaen, near
the Afghan border). In India there are small
numbers of Pashto speakers, such as the
Sheen Khalai in Rajasthan, and the Pathan
community in the city of Kolkata. The
Pashtiin diaspora around the world speaks
Pashto, especially the sizable communities in
the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

Pashto has a rich tradition of oral
and written literature, including poetry,
proverbs and folk stories. From the 16th
century, Pashto poetry became very popular
among the Pashtiins. Music and arts play a
vital role in the Pashtin culture. “Rubab”,
the Traditional musical instrument is a
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part of social gathering and celebrations
amongst the Pashtiins. Celebrated Pashto
poets contributed greatly to the growth
and development of the language. Bayazid
Khan Ansari Pir Roshan (1525-1585 A.D.)
contributed greatly by introducing 13 new
letters to the Pashto alphabet and was an
exponent, spreading his message to the
Pashtiin masses. Khushhal Khan Khatak
(1613-1689 A.D.), the national poet of
Afghanistan who flourished during the
reign of the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb,
used spontaneous and forceful poetry of
great charm to rally for Pashtiin unity. Some
other notable Pashto poets are Rahman baba
(1650-1715 A.D.), Nazo Tokhi (1651-1717
A.D.) and Ahmad Shah Durrani (1722-1772
A.D.), founder of the modern state of
Afghanistan or the Durrani Empire. From
the time of Ahmad Shah Durrani, Pashto
has been the language of the court. The first
Pashto teaching text was written during
the period of Ahmad Shah Durrani by Pir
Muhammad Kakar with the title of 'Ma‘rifat

al-Afghani' (The Knowledge of Afghani).

Some notable Pashto works are
mentioned below:
¢ 'Patah Khazana' (The hidden treasures)
Considered a pioneer of Pashto
Literature. The work is a collection of
Poems, reflecting themes of courage,
honour and resistance.

e 'Zmaka Spogmai' (The evening star)
A novel written by Qalandar Momand.
This work is one of the first novels in
Pashto literature.

e 'Lar-o-Bar' (Downwards and upwards)
Written by Ghani Khan, son of Khan
'Abdu’l Ghaffar Khan (known as
Frontier Gandhi, was an exponent for
Hindu-Muslim unity in the Indian
subcontinent), this collection of poetry
and prose delves into philosophical
and social themes, advocating for non-
violence, education and social reform.

A short list of Pashto manuscripts in the possession of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata are

as follows:

1) PSC 1732
Lughat-i-Pashto

iy il

A fragmentary list of Pashto verbs, with their Hindustani equivalents.

Transcribed in the 12th c. A.H.
Beginning:

2)PSC1733
Yusuf-u-Zulaykha

H () 2 gl () 2

By g Chug

A Mathnawi poem, in Pashto, on the very popular story of Joseph. It
is apparently a translation of Jami’'s Yusuf-u-Zulaykha. Transcribed by
Akhiin-zada Mulla wali, in Kashmir, in the year 1232 A.H.

Beginning:
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Yasuf-u-Zulaykha

3) USC 149

Title: Diwan-i-Rahman Oleny Olgad
Author: ‘Abdu’r Rahman Muhammad

A collection of poems in Pashto.

Beginning: & L ) 60 LSS _wa 0y
4) USC 151 o
Title: Kulliyat-i-Khushhal Jadisa cliK

Author: Khushhal Khan Khatak
A collection of poems in Pashto.

Beginning: & Kool Gygen adi aa S Cygua
5) USC 145

Title: Tarjuma-i-Gulistan Otk Giaa 5
Translated by Amir Muhammad b. Mir Muhammad Ansari

Beginning: & Eda g lual K5 Eaa W55 Ak

6) USC 146

Title: Shajaratu’l Wasat-i-Afghani Hladl Blugll Byads
It deals with the History of Afghan.

Beginning: @\ sdany gl lana (w gaall Glanly
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7) USC 148

Title: Diwan-i-Mirza Jyyte (ylgad
Author: Mirza

A collection of poems in Paghto.

Beginning: & e Ras
8) USC 147

Title: Lughat-i-Zaban-i-Afghani ‘é_das\ by @lad
It contains Dictionary in Pashto.

Beginning: Al b e Gl ) oo il Sy

In conclusion, The Asiatic Society, 2. The Hidden Treasure: A Biography of Pashtiin
Kolkata plays a very important role in the Poets by Hotak Muhammad ‘Abdu’l Hai
preservation of a vast collection of various Habib1 (1997).

. . 3. Pashto-English Dictionary by Zeeya A. Pash-
remarkable manuscripts that provide an

. . . toon (2009).
invaluable glimpse into the very cultural 4. Concise Descriptive Catalogue of Persian

ethos of Asia, its heritage and its people. Manuscripts in the Collection of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal by W. Ivanow 1924
References: (Calcﬁ‘zta)f 9 y

1. Constitution of Afghanistan - 'Chapter 1 The
State, Article 16 (Languages) and Article 20
(Anthem).
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One-Day Collaborative Seminar on‘Insights into Social Inclusion:
Lived experiences of individuals with Autism and their families’

J

Exhibitions of drawings by individuals with Autism
at the programme.

The Asiatic Society in collaboration with
Autism Society West Bengal (ASWB) has organised a
One-Day Seminar on ‘Insights into Social Inclusion:
Lived experiences of individuals with Autism and
their families’on 25 August 2023 at 11:30 A.M. at the
Vidyasagar Hall of the Asiatic Society Kolkata.

The Inaugural Session of the programme
began with the offering of garland to the bust of
Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. The welcome

and keynote addresses were delivered by Dr.
Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the
Society and Ms. Indrani Basu, Founder Director of
Autism Society West Bengal (ASWB) respectively.
The Presidential Address was delivered by Professor
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President of the Society.
The session ended with Vote of Thanks given by Dr.
Asok Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer (Acting) of the Society
followed by folk-dance exhibition by Ms. Barsha
Deb, trainee at the Aarohan vocational unit of
Autism Society West Bengal.

During Technical Session, eminent speakers
viz. Dr. Mitu De (Honorable Secretary of ASWB
& Associate Professor, Dept. of Botany, Gurudas
College), Professor Mallika Banerjee (Former
Professor of Department of Pure Psychology,
Calcutta University), Dr. Shankar Kumar Nath
(Oncologist and Medical Science Secretary of the
Society) spoke some words. Six self-advocates
viz. Shri Amitrajit Biswas, Shri Parthiv Ghosh,
Shri Amitava Basu, Shri Rajarshi Rit, Shri Aratrik
Bublu Dey and Shri Aditya Ganguly shared their
respective stories dedicated to the theme of the
said programme.

The programme concluded with a valedictory
session followed by prize distribution among the
participants.

+

Half-Day Seminar on ‘Harappan Culture in Retrospect: Revisiting an

Archaeological Discovery’

J

L to R : Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Professor Arun
Bandopadhyay and Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal

The Asiatic Society Kolkata has organised
a Half-Day Seminar on ‘Harappan Culture in
Retrospect: Revisiting an Archaeological Discovery’
on 1 September 2023 at 02:00 PM. at the Vidyasagar
Hall of the Asiatic Society Kolkata.

Thelnaugural programme ofthe Seminarbegan
with the delivery of welcome and introductory
addresses by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General
Secretary and Professor Arun Bandopadhyay,
Historical and Archaeological Secretary of the
Society respectively. The Presidential Address was
delivered by Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
President of the Society who also chaired the
aforesaid programme. The said session ended with
a vote of thanks given by Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal,
Treasurer (Acting) of the Society.
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The programme continued with an Academic
Session chaired by Professor Gautam Sengupta
(Former Director, The Archaeological Survey of
India). Four (04) eminent speakers viz. Dr.Phanikanta
Mishra (Former Regional Director, Archeological
Survey of India), Dr. Kaushik Gangopadhyay
(Assistant  Professor of Archaeology, Calcutta

University), Smt. Bahata Angshumali Mukherjee
(Independent Researcher, Bengaluru) and Smt.
Varada Khaladkar of Calcutta University spoke on
their respective topics dedicated to the theme
of the said Seminar. The session continued with
a brief discussion among the speakers and other
dignitaries followed by the Chairperson’s address.

Commemorating the Birth Centenary of Three Eminent Teachers

- v

L to R : Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Professor Syamal
Chakrabarti and Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal

The Asiatic Society Kolkata has organised a
One-Day Seminar on ‘Commemorating the Birth
Centenary of three eminent teachers’ held on 14
September 2023 for paying the centenary tribute to
three eminent teachers viz. Professor Amal Kumar
Raychaudhuri, Professor Shyamal Sengupta and
Professor Samarendranath Ghosal at the Vidyasagar
Hall of The Asiatic Society. The programme began
with the Inaugural Session at 11 a.m. subsequently
followed by three consecutive academic sessions at
12:00 noon, 2:00 p.m. & 3:30 p.m. respectively. The
Inaugural Session commenced with the delivery of
Welcome Address by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
General Secretary of the Society whereas the
Introductory Address was delivered by Professor

Syamal Chakrabarti, Publication Secretary of the
Society who was also the Coordinator for the said
programme. Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
President of the Society delivered his Presidential
Address followed by Vote of Thanks by Dr. Asok
Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer (Acting) of the Society.

The First Academic Session of the programme
began with the lecture given by Professor Amitava
Raychaudhuri, Former Director, Harish Chandra
Research Institute, Allahabad who spoke on the
topic ‘Life and Works of Prof. AK. Raychaudhuri’
while it ended with the lecture by Professor
Soumitra Sengupta, Amal Kumar Raychaudhuri
Chair Professor in the School of Physical Sciences,
Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science,
Jadavpur speaking on the topic ‘Raychaudhuri’s
Equation and Beyond'’ thus paying their tribute to
Professor Amal Kumar Raychaudhuri.

During Academic Session I, Professor Dipak
Ghosh, Former Professor of Physics, Jadavpur
University spoke on the topic ‘Life and Works of
Professor S.N. Ghosal’ whereas Dr. Amit Roy, Former
Director, Inter-University Accelerator Centre,
New Delhi spoke on the topic ‘Nuclear Research
in India’ thus paying their tribute to Professor
Samarendranath Ghosal.

The final Academic Session began with
Professor A.N. Basu, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Jadavpur University giving his lecture on the topic
‘Life and Works of Professor S. Sengupta’ whereas
Professor Biswarup Mukhopadhyay, IISER, Kolkata
spoke on the topic ‘Professor S. Sengupta : My
teacher, my memories’ thus paying their tribute to
Professor Shyamal Sengupta.

—— < ——————
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Special Lecture on 'The Western Roots of Indian Script and the Indus
Calendar' by Dr. Bradley R. Hertel

-

On 9 October 2023, The Asiatic Society organised an
enlightening lecture on ‘The Western Roots of Indian Script
and the Indus Calendar’ by Dr. Bradley R. Hertel, who was the
Former Professor of Virginia University of United States of
America.

The programme was inaugurated by Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, the General Secretary of The Asiatic Society. The
lecture drew parallels between the pictogram of Newgrange
entrance stone in Ireland and that of Indus script.

The lecture was followed by very lively discussions
among the scholars and Dr. Hertel where his hypothesis was
questioned by several scholars. The programme came to an
end with Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President of The
Asiatic Society delivering concluding remarks and Dr. Asok

Dr. Bradley R. Hertel delivering the
Lecture.

Kanti Sanyal conveying the Vote of Thanks.

et -t ————
Observation of 50th Death Anniversary of Nobel Laureate and Poet
Pablo Neruda in collaboration with Rekha Chitram, Salt Lake

L to R : Mr. Arun Kumar Chakraborty, Professor Subhoranjan Dasgupta, Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Shri Samik Bandyopadhyay and Shri Vidyarthy Chatterjee

The Asiatic Society in collaboration with Rekha
Chitram, Salt Lake organised a programme for
observing the 50th Death Anniversary of Nobel
Laureate and Poet Pablo Neruda on 10 October,
2023 at 04:00 p.m. at the Rajendralala Mitra Bhavan,
Salt Lake Campus of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata.
The welcome and introductory addresses were
delivered by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, honorable
General Secretary of the Society and Mr. Arun Kumar
Chakraborty, Principal of Rekha Chitramrespectively.
Writer and critic Shri Samik Bandyopadhyay and

veteran writer Shri Vidyarthy Chatterjee shared
their respective thoughts followed by a few poems
of Pablo Neruda read out by Professor Subhoranjan
Dasgupta. A documentary film named ‘The Images
of Dictatorship’was shown to the invitees of the said
programme. The Presidential Address was delivered
by Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President
of The Asiatic Society. The programme ended with
the Vote of Thanks by Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal,
Biological Science Secretary (Acting Treasurer) of
the Society.
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Post-Congress of 19th IUAES-WAU World Anthropology Congress

2023

\ v

L to R : Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor
Basudeb Barman, Professor Soumendra Mohan
Patnaik, Professor Junji Koizumi, Professor
Subhadra Channa, Professor Ajit K. Danda and
Professor Sujit Kumar Das

The Asiatic Society Kolkata has
organised Post-Congress of 19th IUAES-WAU
World Anthropology Congress on‘The Roots
of Indian Anthropology: Transition from the
Colonial Period to the Present’ from 27 to 28
October, 2023 at the Vidyasagar Hall of the
Asiatic Society Kolkata.

The Inaugural Session of the first day of
the programme i.e. 27 October 2023, began
with the lighting of lamp and placing of
wreath on the bust of Pandit Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar followed by invocation by the
staff members of the Society and felicitation
of the dignitaries by the President and
other officials of the Society. The welcome
and introductory addresses were delivered
by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, honorable
General Secretary of the Society and
Professor Subhadra Channa, Professor of
Anthropology, Delhi University and Vice-
President of IUAES respectively. Professor
Soumendra Mohan Patnaik, Professor of
Anthropology, Delhi University and Chair
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of the Congress at Delhi for the 19th IUAES-
WAU World Anthropology Congress-2023
gave a brief address relating to the 19th
IUAES-WAU World Anthropology Congress —
2023. The Inaugural and Keynote Addresses
were delivered by Professor Junji Koizumi,
President of IUAES and Professor Ajit K.
Danda, Former Director of Anthropological
Survey of India respectively. The Presidential
Address was delivered by Professor Basudeb
Barman, Vice-President of the Society
whereas Professor Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer
of the Society ended the said session with
a Vote of Thanks. Special Lecture on ‘Post-
Colonialism and Brazilian Anthropology’
was delivered by Professor Felipe Fernandes,
Chair of Council of Commission, IUAES. The
first day of the programme ended with the
RoundTable Session | where brief discussions
took place among the dignitaries.

In the second day of the programme
i.e. 28th October 2023, Session Il was
chaired by Professor Rajatkanti Das (Former
Professor of Anthropology, Vidyasagar
University) followed by Session lll chaired
by Profesor Ranjana Ray, Former Professor
of Anthropology and Professor Emeritus,
University of Calcutta. Professor Soumendra
Mohan Patnaik chaired the Valedictory
Session during which the Valedictory
Address was delivered by Professor
Kalyan K. Chakravarty (IAS (Retired) &
Former Director of Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal). Professor
Sukanta Chaudhuri (Editor, Journal of the
Ethnographic and Folk Culture Society,
Lucknow) was the Guest-in-Chief for the said
Valedictory Session as it ended with a Vote of
Thanks given by Dr. Sumita Chaudhuri who
spoke on behalf of IUAES. The programme
concluded with the National Anthem.
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Report of the Two-Day Seminar on North-East India

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata in collaboration
with Centre for Naga Tribal Language Studies
(CNTLS), Nagaland University, Kohima organised a
Two-Day Seminar on ‘Emerging Issues of Language
Endangerment In North-East India’ on 2nd and 3rd
November, 2023.

v

The Inaugural session was chaired by Professor
Jano Sekhose, Dean, School of Humanities &
Education, and the Head of Department, CNTLS,
Nagaland University, Kohima. Welcome Address
from Nagaland University was delivered by the Pro-
Vice Chancellor, NU, Professor Glenn T. Thong. The
Note of welcome from Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
the General Secretary of The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata was presented by Professor Shyam Sundar
Bhattacharya. The Keynote Address was delivered
by Dr. Satarupa Dattamajumdar, the convenor
of the seminar. Dr. Samudra Gupta Kashyap, the
Chancellor, NU delivered the Inaugural Speech.
The participants were enthralled with a folksong,
“Oh hi-yo hi” by the CNTLS, NU students. The
Inaugural Session ended with the Vote of Thanks by
Dr. Laishram Bijenkumar Singh. The First Academic
Session was chaired by Professor Duovituo Kuolie.
Professor Chungkham Yashawanta Singh presented
his paper on the ‘Challenges to the Endangered
Languages of North East. Professor Madhumita
Barbora presented her paper ‘Linguistic Diversity of
Northeast India: Present Scenario’ Dr. Bishakha Das
presented her paper ‘Maintenance, Marginalisation
and Shift of Language in Arunachal Pradesh
Professor Pangersenla Walling presented her
paper entitled ‘Language Attitudes of Naga Youth

Towards Mother Tongue’ The Second Academic
session was chaired by Professor Chungkham
Yashawanta Singh. Professor Duovituo Kuolie
presented his paper ‘Emerging Issues of Language
Endangerment in Nagaland. Dr. Mimi Kevichiisa
Ezung & Kethokhrienuo Belho presented their
paper ‘Preservation and Promotion of the ‘Naga’
languages: A review on the Progress and Challenges
faced by the State Governmentand the stake holders
in Preserving, Promoting and Revitalising the State
recognised languages of Nagaland' ‘Linguistic
Status of Uipo (Khoibu) and Chang’ was presented
by Dr. Laishram Bijenkumar Singh. The Third
Academic Session was chaired by Dr. Ramkumar
Mukhopadhyay and presented his paper, ‘From the
Margin to the Mainstream: Resurrection of three
North-Eastern Languages. The paper entitled ‘The
Language of Narration: Exploratory Study of the
Naga Oral Tradition(s), was presented by Dr. Yanbeni
Yanthan. Dr. Imlienla Imchen presented her paper
‘Diminishing Cultural Knowledge and its Impact
on Language’ The Fourth Academic Session was
chaired by Professor Madhumita Barbora. Professor
Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya presented his paper
‘A Skeletal Demographic Context of Language
Contact and the Emergence of North-East India as a
Linguistic Area - Some general Observations’‘Status
of Linguistic Minority with special reference to some
North-Eastern Languages in Multilingual India; was
presented by Professor Mahidas Bhattacharya.
Dr. Satarupa Dattamajumdar concentrated on
the topic entitled ‘Nature and Extent of Language
Endangerment: Case Studies of Lepcha, Tiwa and
Koch' The Valedictory Session was addressed by
Professor Chungkham Yashawanta Singh. The two-
day Seminar ended with the Vote of Thanks by Dr.
Yanbeni Yanthan. Ms. Mughalivi, the student from
CNTLS, NU sang inspirational songs at the end of
the seminar.

Acknowledgement
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Book Bazar

—— e

Buyers at the Book Bazar held in the premises of The Asiatic Society during 19-23 September 2023.
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